Good evening, and thank you for your invitation tonight. For those of you who do not know me, my name is Ben McCullough, and I am running for State Representative of the Ohio 74th District. I am a 2005 Graduate of Edon High School in Williams County, where I was actively involved in baseball and basketball. I have also served in elected leadership roles in a number of organizations within and outside school, including class presidencies, American Legion Buckeye Boys State, and the National Defense Leadership Council in Washington, D.C. I am currently a freshman at Wittenberg University, majoring in political science with a minor in philosophy.


Speaking of political science… as a major getting started in the program, I’ve been thinking about the courses that you take when you begin. There’s national government, comparative politics, and of course Poli. Sci. 101. Now if you’d told me one year ago that I’d actually be doing what people have written about in these textbooks, I wouldn’t have believed it. But after being in this race for several months now, I’ve already found truth in three lessons I’d like to entitle: “My Life in Poli. Sci. 101.”


Lesson 1: In politics, everyone has their own advice to give. This is probably the first thing you learn, from the very moment you let someone know you’re considering running for public office. There is, of course, good advice and bad advice. Luckily, we’ve received a great amount of aid and support from some very dedicated people since the beginning, and for that I’m very grateful. And yet, with all the positive advice you receive, you also get some that might be inconsistent with your intents or beliefs. I have been advised, for example, to stand with the party in not just endorsing but molding my message after that of a certain candidate. But I did not run to become the State Representative of a certain person or ideology: I’m here to represent everyone. Besides, when we endorse someone prior to the primaries, what does that say about the purpose of these elections? Why should I tell you how to make up your mind, or be told how to make up my mind, before you decide with your votes on May 2nd? I’m proud to be a Democrat, and for that reason alone I will stand firmly with the voice of the people on that day, and not judge a candidate prior to then. No candidate should be based on statistics or odds: they should be based on the voice of the people. And this, my friends, is all the endorsement I need.


Lesson 2: Certain issues can make you or break you. And that’s been the unfortunate, accepted reality that we’ve been on the wrong end of for the past 20 years. But here’s an example how, right here and now, we can change it. You go onto the local Republican candidates’ websites, for instance, and what are the same 3 issues you always see? Gun rights, pro-life, and protecting marriage. These, my friends, appear to once again be the core of the “top 5 issues” agenda for all Republican candidates in our area. It’s as if after all this time, they know they can still hide behind these 3 statements. Why? Because they don’t have any answers for the issues that are really affecting all of us each day in Northwest Ohio. Honestly, they have no plan. What really gets to me is that these candidates actually believe they are in sync with the top priorities of the people in this region. Well, we are no longer going to let them get away with that.

a) GUN RIGHTS: Are Democrats anti-gun? I’m a hunter of mainly pheasants, and a proud gun owner myself. I think we all agree with the constitutional right to bear arms. But for a civilian to own them, sometimes we have to draw a line. First, look at concealed weapons. Are they really making us safer, or are they putting the general public and law enforcement in danger? There’s a group out there who wants the purchase of all weapons to be legal. Yet one of these group’s most prominent members, who I’m sure we’re all familiar with, recently violated the first rule in hunting. Further, why should a civilian need to own a military assault weapon, such as the AK-47, M-16, or my favorite, the 50-caliber sniper rifle? If you can buy it, so could a criminal or even a terrorist. And make no mistake, in the name of homeland security; I will never give a terrorist the ability to buy his military weapons one mile from his target. The whole issue of gun rights, you see, is common sense. It’s not a question of constitutionality; it’s a matter of balancing needs for pleasure and purpose with simple responsibility.

b) ABORTION: What do conservatives from our area classify our party as? In effect, the party of “gay sympathizers and baby killers.” Now, let’s be logical here. Wouldn’t I be correct in saying that no one in this room, or anyone we know, would go into an abortion clinic wanting one? Of course not. Personally, I would oppose abortion, if the decision God forbid rested in my hands. But to cut off this option to women who need a choice is a violation of a woman’s personal liberties and is unconstitutional. Make no mistake: women should never use abortion unless it is an absolute last resort, and it is a completely unacceptable form of birth control. This option should remain only for the most dire cases, because in the end, this painful decision should rest only between a woman and her God.

c) SAME-SEX RIGHTS: I would consider the rights of a person with a different sexual orientation to be equal to those of a heterosexual one. People of one orientation have proven to be some of the most invaluable lights in our society, and therefore should be treated as such. For example, there should be no discrimination in the military. 50 years ago, we unfortunately implemented a similar practice against African Americans, and look where we are now: even one of our Chairmen in the Joint Chiefs of Staff is black. We need to move into the future on these issues. Yet even we as Democrats have caused part of the problem here: when Republicans introduced a bill into the Statehouse banning same-sex couples from adopting, we out of spite introduced one to ban Republicans from doing the same thing. Doesn’t this make us look even more ridiculous than those we disagree with? We can never expect to reach the heart of this issue if we continue acting this way.

If our competitors are serious about fighting on their ground for these three issues, that is fine, because their hiding behind them is over. When we debate next time, we will win on “moral issues.” But then we will proceed to stand up for our priorities: the moral issues that everyday Ohioans care about. Because our opponents do not have a plan, we will reveal which candidate is best suited to lead the Buckeye State into the future.


And finally, Lesson 3: Take nothing for granted. You know, the everyday voters don’t get enough credit. For years now, we’ve felt that the party’s role is to inform a voter about what is right and wrong, when in fact voters are already very well educated about where they stand on things that affect them directly. It is time that, once and for all, we stop looking at voters as statistics, but instead as the knowledgeable citizens they are. Another point: am I running just to “take back” this area? Take it from whom? This is not the area of Republican majorities, or conservatives, or Democrats, or any other group. This is Northwest Ohio. This is our home – the home of all of us. There is nothing to take back when it already belongs to you in the third row, or the farmer on the other side of the aisle, or the woman across the street many miles away in Delta. This is our home. Is it really impossible, then, when we ask if we can succeed? If we believe in “What’s Next?” If we believe we can win for the good of all these people?


I am running to become your next state representative because I believe in the people of this area, their abilities, and their potential. I believe in the future, because it shines with promise. I believe that all of us, as Ohioans, can do better to make a difference. Yes, we have a great challenge before us, but just ask yourself one more question: what satisfaction do you get from something easy? In the words of legendary Ohio State football coach Woody Hayes: “anything easy ain’t worth a damn.”

