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CAMPAIGN STATEMENT: McCullough Opposes Privatizing Ohio's Roadways

EDON, Ohio. Ben McCullough, candidate for State Representative of Ohio's 74th House District, opposes a legislative agenda to privatize the Ohio Turnpike.

McCullough regrets that he was unable to attend the event in Delta; however, he has a prior commitment speaking to the Edgerton Senior Center at the same time. Nevertheless, McCullough would like to make his position public on this important issue.

As your State Representative, Ben McCullough will oppose efforts to privatize the good public roadways of Ohio. He believes that for their cost, Ohio public employees are providing a great service to the people of America, and privatizing is contradictory to American values. It does not make sense to alter a state program if it already is providing an above adequate service to its people. McCullough stands for innovative ways to cut costs, but does not believe road privatization is an effective enough measure. He believes efforts to privatize roadways like in Indiana stand in opposition to state sovereignty, and pose a threat to national security. Further, McCullough opposes some states' efforts to outsource our roads to companies of other national origins. Privatizing such a service in this way says that other countries can take care of Americans' needs better than Americans can. And McCullough believes this is simply not true.

Ben McCullough has a more effective plan to cut state costs. Building upon similar successes in states like Texas and New Mexico, McCullough proposes that Ohio initiate an independent board to review state spending, top to bottom, and make appropriate suggestions for alterations where state programs and departments are failing to provide a cost-effective service. The aforementioned states have saved millions of dollars from the suggestions of such boards; dollars that can be used for education, creating the jobs of tomorrow, and harnessing the energy of the Midwest, not the Middle East. Finally, the board will require state departments to compile their spending into a report that is available for public review.

The 74th Ohio House District is comprised of Defiance, Fulton and Williams Counties. McCullough is a student at Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio, and a 2005 graduate of Edon High School. At 19, he is the youngest candidate for public office in the November 2006 elections in the United States.

To read more about Ben and his Roadmap to What's Next, voters are encouraged to visit his website at www.BenforOhio.com. 
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